Monona Grove Nursery School
Board of Directors Meeting
August 17, 2026

In attendance: Nicole Blattner (President), Jessica Murphy (Vice President), Kayla Arendt
(Member at Large), Juli Huston (Teacher), Anika Lautenbach (Member at Large), Robin Smekal
(Alumni Coordinator), Lindsay Baer (Advertising Coordinator), Haley Clark (Fundraising
Coordinator), Danielle Ebert (Fundraising Coordinator), Leslie Brost (Facilities Coordinator),
Sara Brelie (Secretary)

1. Call to Order - President Nicole Blattner called the meeting to order at 7:05pm.

2. Routine Business

a. Approval of Meeting Minutes - Lindsay moved to approve the minutes as
submitted. Haley seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

b. Director's Report -

1. Sue is not at tonight’s meeting, so Juli gave an update on her behalf.

ii.  Anything for the parent meeting slide show needs to get to Sue by
Saturday.

iii.  MGNS is committed to supplying four dozen baked goods for the parking
lot event this weekend, packaged to be priced $1, for a bake sale. Haley,
Danielle, Lindsay, and Robin volunteered.

iv.  MGNS will participate in a Trunk or Treat event with LELC and CTSR on
October 25. Sue and Juli have volunteered to do a trunk and we are
looking for volunteers to do a few more. The idea is to do about five
trunks per group in the building for a total of 15 trunks for the event.
Anika volunteered to do one, and Nicole’s husband will do one.

c. Financial Reports - Brooke is not at tonight’s meeting. She sent out
budget/financial documents in advance and Nicole will answer questions or
forward them on to Brooke. There were no questions from the Board.

d. Roundtable Check-in -

1. Nicole - there has been some confusion sending email to Nicole because
of the change from the VP to the president email. Jessica has been
receiving emails intended for Nicole for this reason. Nicole let everyone
know to make sure they are sending emails to the president@mgns.org
email when they try to reach her.

ii.  Danielle has made contact with Waypoint to try and find a date, other
dining nights are lined up

iii.  Haley is reaching out to the Muskie about times, but it’s important to make
sure the Board supports doing the event because there will need to be
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more help. Board support would involve working the event,
advertising/word of mouth. Nicole clarified that the parent survey results
were not an indication of lack of Board interest in the event since - the
Muskie event was more of an alumni event. The general consensus of the
Board was that this is an event we can support.
iv.  Lindsay reported that the new MGNS website is live.
v.  Jessica - details for the donor wall have been finalized and Jessica has the
design for Board Members to look at.
3. Items for Discussion
a. August Parent Meeting:
1. Thursday, 8/27. Board Members are asked to arrive in MGNS t-shirts by
5:15 to help set-up. Penguin/Starfish meeting is 5:45-6:30, whole school is
6:30-7:15, Dolphins/Starfish 7:15-8pm
b. Larger discussion of parent survey high-interest initiatives
1. Afternoon Enrichment: discussion on piloting this program (the current
idea is to do enrichment T-F with a monthly theme, roughly 1-3pm, but
that may change)
ii.  Logistics: timeline, Board members assisting, pay structure
1. This would be a pilot program
2. Because we are not licensed as a full day program, morning kids
would have to go home in between programs rather than stay all
day. Families would sign up for one month at a time, all four days
of the week. Themes would be monthly or weekly.
3. Nicole circulated a written proposal
4. Executive Board would work with Sue to figure out details and
budget
5. The Board discussed the need to have people go home and how to
make that work - could parents stay on-site with their kids?
Committing to 4 days a week might be hard for some families,
particularly with the one-hour break. The Board discussed the issue
that four days a week might cater best to the needs of people who
need child care, which would not work well with having to go
home. An alternative option was discussed - doing a Monday
program and/or having a parent stay with each child.
6. The consensus was to table the conversation to next month’s
meeting
c. Wednesday Toddler Time Class
i.  Nicole reviewed current Toddler Time numbers in Sue’s Director’s Report
ii.  The Board discussed benefits and considerations of dropping Wednesday
class or keeping the schedule as is.



1. Some parents/kids enjoy a smaller class
2. Historically, kids have enrolled in the first few weeks of the school
year.
3. Current enrollment is low on Wednesday in particular, but not so
low as to cost MGNS money.
4. Some Board members expressed concern that families enrolled in a
canceled class or asked to move to a different day would have a
negative view of the program.
d. Policy Update Changes:
1. There were a lot of suggested policy changes as part of the accreditation
process this past year.
ii.  Proposed policies were circulated to the Board in advance.
iii.  The Board discussed the proposed policy changes. The consensus was that
the proposed changes are straightforward and a direct result of the
accreditation process.

. Items up for Vote

a. Approve policy update changes
1.  Kayla moved to approve the proposed policy. Lindsay seconded the
motion, and it passed unanimously.
b. Vote to cancel Wednesday TT and move those families to a different class OR
move ahead as is and wait for the school year to start.
1. Jessica made a motion to keep toddler time on Wednesdays. Haley
seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.
c. Vote on piloting Afternoon Enrichment initiative - tabled for next month
1. Nicole plans to explore this further with executive board and Sue for next
month’s meeting.
ii.  Lindsay made a motion to table this discussion until after the executive
Board and Sue meet to discuss in more detail. Robin seconded the motion,
and it passed unanimously.
Adjournment - Lindsay moved to adjourn the meeting and Haley seconded the motion.
President Nicole Blattner adjourned the meeting at 8:07pm.

Next Meeting: September 21, 2026



